Utah State Democratic Party
Progressive Caucus
Rules & Bylaws

(updated Spring 2020)
PREAMBLE

We, the members of the Progressive Caucus of the State Democratic Party of Utah, envision a
future that includes a thriving ecosystem, equality and justice for all individuals, a society free of
violence and poverty, and robust community--based economies built on diversity and
sustainability.

We envision a sympathetic government that is representative of the diversity of its citizens
whichand addresses human reedneeds.

We seek a government that is open and responsive, and free of corruption from special
interests and corporate greed. It is our purpose, through grassroots efforts, to ereate-thebe

a political foundation that isrequired-to-enactlaws-that-will allow-us-to-structure-and-achieve

thislobbies for the enactment of laws in support of our vision.

It is also our mission to e#ea%e—ﬂw—neh#eﬂeneeessa%e—tden#y#este#&qd—elee#eandwates

gevemmentdevelop a network with WhICh we may identify, foster and eIect progressive
candidates at all levels of government, who will give us a voice and support our cause by
establishing a progressive agenda and the enactment of laws in support of our vision.

We willseek to create an inclusive political environment, reachingthat reaches out to all people;
by-presentingand presents our mainstream values.

We willembrace our values and conduct ourselves within the context of those values in-alt-of
our-endeavers and, we promote the Democratic Party and its candidates for public and party
office.

ARTICLE | - THE PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS OF THE UTAH STATE
DEMOCRATIC PARTY

The body politic of the Democratic Progressive Caucus, hereafter referred to as “the Caucus,”
shall consist of |nd|V|duaIs participating in good falth as Democrats that share the

A omoteProgressive
values and constltuent group interests, as outllned in the Caucus’s Platform. The Progressive
Caucus shall pursue its activities in a manner thatis consistent with the Six Basic Elements of
an Open Party [See Appendix 1], as outlined in the Constitution of the Utah State Democratic
Party.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RvMRkb66sUVXtVotPrR9vLIaIwDHZJhtBNTPDe2sb4E/edit

A. The Executive Committee shall be composed of the Caucus Chair, Vice Chair(s),
Secretary, Treasurer, and the ChairPersorChairperson from each of the standing,
advisory, and select committees created by the Caucus.

B. Standing Committees, Advisory Committees and Select Committees shall be
organized and dissolved as needed by a majority vote of the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE Il - ANNUALGENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

The Progressive Caucus shall meet at least ence-annuallyfour times annually, including at
the annual state convention of the Utah State Democratic Party.

A. Nominating Conventions: The-annual State reminatingDemocratic conventions
held in even--numbered years shall be the time and place for endorsing candidates
unless another date and location is approved by a majority of the Executive
Committee at a regularly 3
ispresentGeneral Membersh|p Meetlng The ng#esa#e Caucus may choose to
fill any vacancies that-have-oceurred on the Executive Committee that have
occurred during the prior year atduring the nominating convention of the Utah
State Democratic Party.

B. Organizing Conventions: ln-odd At the State Democratic conventions held in
odd- numbered years the Pregmsswe Caucus shall elect its Ieadershlp for the

DemeeFafﬂc—PaFtysubsequent two -year perlod AII Executlve Commlttee members
excluding standing, advisory and select committee chairs shall be subject to
election at the Utah State Democratic Party organizing convention.

C. In the event of aresignation-bythe resignation of an Executive Officer, a Caucus
member shall be nominated and elected to fulfill any unexpired term of office by a
majority vote of the voting membership.

D. General Membership Meetings must be announced at least 10 days prior to the
meeting. However, at the discretion of the Executive Committee, emergency
meetings may be scheduled to meet unexpected contingencies, which are not
subject to the 10-day requirement.

ARTICLE Il - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee is responsible for the details of the day-to-day functioning of the
Caucus. The Caucus Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer are each elected for a two-
year termterms beginning in odd--numbered years. Officers may be re-elected to the offices
they hold.



A. The Caucus Chair shall:

1.

Serve as the principal for the eaueusCaucus, and is responsible for conducting
all Executive Committee meetings and presidespresiding at all Caucus
meetings;.

Along with the Treasurer, approve all expenditures made in the name
of the Progressive Caucus;.

Provide leadership for the Caucus and is-investedbe vested with the
responsibility to implement the decisions of the Executive Committee;.
Will serveServe as ex officio on all committeess;.

Serve as the Caucus’ representative on the SateState Democratic
Central Committee, hereafter referred to “the Central Committee.”

Be investedvested with power and discretion to call special meetings
and make summary decisions to meet unexpected contingencies.

B. The Caucus Vice Chair(s) shall:

N

Act in the Chair’s absence at all official functions;.

Serve as the Interim Chair in the event of the Chair’s resignation efor inability
to continue in office;.

Serve in addition to the Caucus Chair as a Caucus’ representative on the
State Central Committee.

Fhe-Vice-Chairmay-beBe assigned other duties as necessary by the Caucus
Officers.

C. The Caucus Secretary shall:

-_—

©

Serve as the Recorder and Historian for the Caucus;.

Provide for the announcement of all membership meetings no later than 10
days prior to the meeting;.

Notify all Executive Committee members of Executive Committee meetings at
least 10 days prior to the meetings.

Keep a written record of all meetings of the Executive Committee and other
official functions of the Caucuss;.

Compile and maintain a list of all officers, committee members and their
contact information;.

Compile and maintain a list of all members and their contact information when
available;.

Is responsible for keeping and maintaining all other official files of the Caucus,
including records of all written correspondence and reports to and by the
officers and chairs of the various Utah-Democratic Caucus committees.

Shall maintain the Caucus' online presence.

The Secretary may be assigned other duties as necessary by the Caucus
Officers.



D. The Caucus Treasurer shall:

—_—

Serve as the chief financial officer ferof the Caucus;.

2. Be responsible for keeping the financial records of the Caucus, including all
income details as to amount, date, name and address of all contributors to the
Caucus, and all expenditures detailed as to amount, vendor, and reason for
expenditure;.

3. Be responsible for reporting to the Lt. Governor’s office such details of income
and expenditure as required by Utah law;.
4. With the approval of the Caucus Chair, be responsible for signing all checks

billed to the Caucus, keeping and reconciling the Caucus’ checkbook and
other accounts, and depositing income to the appropriate account in a timely
manners.

5. Keep files on any licenses, insurance policies, titles to physical property, post
officePost Office boxes, rental or lease agreements, federal employment
numbers, and shall inform the Chair when payments are due;.

6. Perform other duties as assigned by the Caucus Officers.

ARTICLE IV - MEMBERSHIP
A. General membership in the Progressive Caucus shall be open to all.

ingAttendance at meetings shall be open to all -- regardless of
race, gender, age (if of voting age), color, creed, national origin, religion, ethnic identity,
sexual orientation, gender identity, economic status, or disability is prohibited, to the end
that the party at all levels be open.

B. All members are subject to the Anti-Harassment Policy established by the Central
Committee.

C. Active Voting Members must meet the following requirements:
1. Must create a login on the UtahProgressives.org website, or alternatively,

provide contact info on printed form provided at General Membership Meetings
and available for download on UtahProgressives.org. [See Appendix Il].
Providing at least a phone number or email address is required.

2. Must be a current Utah resident.

Must attend at least two General Membership meetings annually.

4. Must complete at least TWO of the following on an ANNUAL basis:
a. Attend a Caucus committee meeting.
b. Attend a Caucus sponsored event.

w
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C.

C. Donate $50 to the Caucus.

d. Provide five hours of Caucus-sponsored service.
5. Must be a member of the Utah Democratic Party in good standing.
6. Members are responsible for ensuring that their completed voting status

requirements are accurately recorded by the Caucus’ Credentials Committee.
Voting members may vote for the following:

1. Caucus officers

2. Any item placed on the agenda of a General Membership Meeting

3. To endorse a Democratic candidate for public office

4. Other issues/occasions that may arise, which are determined by the Executive
Committee.

ARTICLE V - PROCESS

A

All decisions shall be made by a 60% percent majority vote of those in attendance
following procedures outlined within the Democratic Party Bylaws, Constitution and other
governing documents, unless otherwise noted in these bylaws.

Meetings shall be called by the Caucus Chair, any two officers, or by written request of
no fewer than fifteer15 members.

A quorum of the Executive Committee shall consist of at least two Executive Officers,
plus sufficient additional exeeutive-committeeExecutive Committee members as
necessary to constitute a simple majority efthe-Executive-Committee(50 percent).

The Executive Committee should meet at least once a year at the State Democratic
Convention; however, the general-membership-meetingGeneral Membership Meeting
held at each convention shall not also constitute an Executive Committee meeting.
Additional meetings may be held as necessary.

All Executive Committee Members shall be notified of meetings at least 10 days in
advance by the Secretary, and all Membership Meetings shall be announced at least 10
days in advance by the Secretary. However, at the discretion of the Executive
Committee, emergency meetings may be scheduled to meet unexpected contingencies,
which are not subject to the 10-day requirement.

All Executive Committee meetings shall be open to all voting members of the
Progressive Caucus. All minutes of said meetings shall be available to the members of

the Progressive Caucus upon request.

All meetings, votes, and procedures shall be held in accordance with the current edition
of Robert's Rules of Order, which allow for members to attend meetings remotely
through the Internet.



ARTICLE VI - ENDORSEMENTS

A

The Progressive Caucus shall meet to consider and, where appropriate, endorse
Democratic candidates or issues of policy as it sees fit prior to any election.
Endorsements shall be limited to Democratic candidates or candidates for a non-
partisan office who are affiliated with the Utah State Democratic Party. The Progressive
Caucus, its officers and committees, reserves the right to endorse no candidate in any
given race, but will not oppose any Democrat unless there is more than one Democrat in
the race where an endorsement is being made-.

Democratic candidates seeking the Caucus’ endorsement must submit a completed
Request for Political Endorsement form [see Appendix Ill], which is available at
UtahProgressives.org. The completed form is reviewed by the Executive Committee to
determine if the candidate sufficiently supports Progressive views. Upon approval by the
Executive Committee, the candidate will be eligible for an endorsement vote by Voting
Members.

All-membersVoting Members of the Progressive-Gaueus-in-good-standingCaucus shall
be entitled to vote at-endersement-meetingsin an endorsement action.

The Executive Committee shall determine voting procedures for the Progressive
Caucus.

Once an endorsement is made in accordance with the rules and procedures set forth
herein and by the Executive Committee, only a two-thirds majority vote by the Executive
Officers followed by a subsequent majority vote by the full Caucus may withdraw the
endorsement.

The Caucus shall not endorse more than 4one candidate in a specific race.

ARTICLE VIl - AMENDMENTS

A

Proposed amendments to these bylaws may be submitted in writing to the-Executive
Committee-for-consideration-by any member of the Progressive Caucus’ Executive
Committee er-generalmembershipfor consideration by the Executive Committee. Upon
consideration of any amendment proposed, the Amendment must receive support-of
23at least two-thirds support of the Executive Committee and be presented to the

geneFaJ—memberhmVotlng Members at the next geneml—meetmg—feﬂewng—aelephen—ef

passageGeneral Membership Meeting. A proposed amendment is subject toa 60
percent majority vote of Voting Members present at the meeting.

Upon passage of the amendment to these bylaws, the Caucus Secretary ofthe
Progressive-Caucus shall within one week of passage deliver a written copy of the
amended bylaws to the Utah State Democratic Party headquarters. Changes to these



bylaws shall not take effect until a copy of the bylaws has been delivered teand
approved by the Utah Democratic Party headquarters.

ARTICLE VIII - REMOVAL OF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

A

A motion in writing for removal of an Executive Officer or member of the Executive
Commlttee of the ng%esswe Caucus may be made by any Caucus Officer or through a

percent of Votlng Members in good standing. The motion or Ietter must outline the
reasons for the motion.

Any such motions or letters for removal that are received by a member the Executive
Committee will be redirected to the Judicial Committee of the Utah Democratic Party. If
the motion regards the Chair of the Caucus, the motion iswill also be submitted to the

Vice Chalr for their mformatlon —whe—shaﬂ#a*ce—the—pewepte—plaee—theﬁenen—en—me

Upon recommendation for removal from office by-the-Executive-Committee, the

Secretary (or other officer, if the Secretary is the subject of the motion) shall provide at

least 10 days notice of a membershlp meetlng —anel—a—membepsmp—meetmg—shalrl—be

mmedm%ely#h&men;bemMp—shaJHhen—seleePa—mplaeement—The meetlng shall be

held to select a replacement of the officer.



APPENDIX |

[From Article 1, Section 1 of the Constitution of the Utah State Democratic Party, which is based
on the National Democratic Party’s Open Party policy.]

Six Basic Elements of an Open Party: The Utah State Democratic Party shall pursue the
goals set forth in Article |, Section 1 of the Constitution of the Utah State Democratic Party in a
manner that is consistent with the Six Basic Elements of an Open Party, as updated. To that
end the following rules shall be implemented:

1. All public meetings at all levels of the Utah State Democratic Party shall be open to all
members of the Democratic Party regardless of race, sex, age, color, creed, national
origin, religion, ethnic identity, sexual orientation, economic status, philosophical
persuasion or physical disability (hereinafter collectively referred to as “status”).

2. No test for membership in, nor any oaths of loyalty to, the Utah State Democratic Party
shall be required or used which has the effect of requiring prospective or current
members of the Democratic Party to acquiesce in, condone or support discrimination
based on status.

3. The time and place for all public meetings of the Utah State Democratic Party on all
levels shall be publicized fully and in such a manner as to assure timely notice to all
interested persons. Such meetings must be held in places accessible to all Party
members, and large enough to accommodate all interested persons.

4. The Utah State Democratic Party, on all levels, shall support the broadest possible
registration without discrimination based on status.

5. The Utah State Democratic party shall publicize fully in such a manner as to assure
notice to all interested parties a full description of the legal and practical procedures for
selection of Democratic Party officers and representatives on all levels. Publication of
these procedures shall be done in such fashion that all prospective and current
members of the Utah State Democratic Party will be fully and adequately informed of the
pertinent procedures in time to participate in each selection procedure at all levels of the
Democratic Party organization.

6. The Utah State Democratic Party shall publicize fully and in such a manner as to assure
notice to all interested parties a complete description of the legal and practical
qualifications of all officers and representatives of the State Democratic Party. Such
publication shall be done in a timely fashion so that all prospective candidates or
applicants for any elected or appointed position within the Utah State Democratic party
will have full and adequate opportunity to compete for office.


https://utahdemocrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Updated-UDP-Bylaws-Show-Changes.pdf

APPENDIX II

Membership form referred to in Article 1V that may be filled out in lieu of creating a login on
UtahProgressives.org.

UTAH DEMOCRATIC PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS
MEMBERSHIP FORM

First Mame Last Mame

Street Address

City County Zip Code
Email Address

Phone NMumber

‘Welcome to Our Caucus! Please note that Voting Membership is subject to Article [V
of our bylaws, which are available at utahprogressives.org or upon request. Are you
interested in becoming a woting member! Yes or Mo?

Your Signature

UTAH DEMOCRATIC PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS
MEMBERSHIP FORM

First Mame Last Mame

Street Address

Ciey County Zip Code
Email Address

Phone Mumbar

‘Waelcome to Our Caucus! Please note that Voting Membership iz subject to Article [V
of our bylaws, which are available at utahprogressives.org or upon reguest. Are you
interested in becoming a woting member! Yes or Mo?

Your Signature




APPENDIX Il

Application for political endorsement form.

UTAH DEMOCRATIC PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS
APPLICATION FOR POLITICAL EMDORSEMEMT

First Mame Last Mame
Email Address
Phone Mumber Website

Are you requesting a booth at a General Membership Meeting or event? Yes or Mo __

Please provide a summary of your campaign platfiorm.

Please review our Caucus Pladorm, which is available at UtahProgressives.org. Does
your campaign incClude any goals that support our progressive views! Yes or Mo

If yes, pleasa describe

Do you consider yourself a progressive candidate? Yes or Mo

Your Signature

We appredate your submittal The Executive Committee will rewiew your appioation.
Candidates deemed as sufficently progressive in their compaign plotforms may provide g three-
minute speech ot our next General Membership Meeting. Plegse understand that we connot
inwite all condidates to speak becouse of the constricts of time. Regardiess. we welcome you fo
aitend our events and share your message individuaily with attendees. Thank you for wilingness
to serve your community and for yowr patrictism.
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